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	UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME- Pacific-Office, Solomon Islands

	Mission Report

Date: 16/10/17
Markets for Change Project: 
Mission to New Tenabuti – Agro Inputs Distribution. 

	Name

John Nuú Junior
	Title:
M4C UNV Project Assistant
	Phone No.

677 7627054
	Travel Authorization Number:  



	Approved Mission Itinerary: 

	List of Available Resources:



	From:       Wednesday 11th October 2017     To:

	Other mission members:
Office Driver and Solomon Star Reporter.

	Project Name:
Markets for Change (M4C)

Aims to Ensure marketplaces in Rural and urban areas of Fiji, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu are safe, inclusive and non-discriminatory, promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment. Market Vendors are predominantly women, and marketplaces offer important venues to effect women’s social and economic changes.
Title of Activity:
· Increasing Agricultural Productivity & Income of Vendor-Farmers (IPI-VF). Distribution of Agro-Inputs (folks, hoe, knives, chainsaw and seeds) to farmers in New Tenabuti and surrounding areas.
Purpose/Objective of Mission: 
· Distribute basic farming tools and vegetable seeds; and do farm assessment. 
· Expected Outcome:

· Improve/increase the productivity of their farms and income.



	Mission Outcomes: 

· A total of 127 vendor-farmers will benefit from the tools and seeds (19 males and 108 females) 
· The Custodian for the tools and distribution of seeds will be Ghobulonga Women’s Association. The association is a body representing the women’s from Govu, Geza and Gheghende villages. They received the tools and seeds on behalf of all the farmers.
· 3 farms were visited and assessed.

· The vendor-farmers (90% women) in those villages faced the same challenges.

· The farmers were grateful for the donation and thanked Markets for Change Project.
· Below is the list of tools, seeds and chainsaw distributed;

Qty

Description

 

22

Hoe (Complete – Head & Handle)
22

Folk (Complete – Head & Handle)
22

B/Knife

2

C/Shaw

42

T/Sum

42

Saladia

42

Tomato

42

Capsicum

42

Melon

 

 



	Lessons Learned

· The presence of Giant African Snail is a major obstacle to farming in the area. The vendor-farmers have confirmed to us that only Taro and Cassava is safe for planting. Any other crops or vegetables is vulnerable and at risk of being attacked by the Giant Snail.
· Farmers are not keeping any form of farm business recording and the main reasons is; lack of discipline and less farming activity.

· The entire area is highly vulnerable to flooding and doing farming is taking risk.

· Farmers hardly receive services from the Extension Division – Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock.

· The farmers have stressed that the Government has totally failed in the fight against the Giant Snail and a major source of income (farming) is at risk.


	Best Practices Learned 

· Farmers are doing away with the slash and burn system.
· Weeds are now been used as mulching.
· Farmers are also hiring others to clear land for farming.
· Farmers are also adapting the idea of selling their produce to resellers at the Honiara Central Market and selling to restaurants and schools.


	Next Steps/Action Plan

· The farmers have asked if the Markets for Change Project (M4C) can buy and distribute to them; Giant African Snail medicine.

	Distribution List:  

· Vikash Kumar, Ednah Ramoau, Veronika Manoa, Patrick Tuimalelifano and Jether Billy

	Any Other Comments

· M4C SOI under Outcome 2 should have a fulltime M&E staff and part of his job description should include one on one mentoring for vendors-farmers.
· Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock should be involved in the Project so that Extension Services be provided to vendor-farmers.
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                                                          Date: Monday 16th October 2017.


APPENDIX:
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Figure 1: Farmers receive Agro-Inputs.
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 Figure 2: A farmer inside her Taro farm.
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Figure 3: Nursery of Tsui-Sum.
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Figure 4: Planting of Egg plant.

[image: image6.jpg]